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      Let's make every shelter and every community no-kill in 2025
  

					
      Is Your Community No-Kill?
  

				

			

		

	
      



	
	
					
							
      Become a Monthly Donor
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      Mission Banner
  

				
											
							
      With Best Friends, you are working to save the lives of cats and dogs all across America, giving pets second chances and happy homes.
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Deaf dog’s inspiring journey home


				
					
      A snow-white pup named Ghost shows us that pets with special needs can lead full lives and spread tremendous joy.
  
					
				

									
      Today he's living his best life
  

								
      Video
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Faces of No-Kill: Head injury can’t stop this kitten


				
					
      Found stumbling and disoriented, Theophiel’s story had a scary start, but things turned around when he landed at Best Friends. Now, he’s living the dream.
  
					
				

									
      Life is good for Theophiel
  

								
      Feature
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Cats tackle life’s challenges together


				
					
      When they came to Best Friends, Rowena and Binx had more than their fair share of issues. But a new home set them on a path toward healing and friendship.
  
					
				

									
      Things looking up for them both
  

								
      Video
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No-kill in Sevier County: A big win for dogs and cats


				
					
      Shelby Jackman made it her mission to bring her rural county shelter in Utah to no-kill when she became manager.
  
					
				

									
      Establishing a network for lifesaving
  

								
      Feature
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NYC pets go from shelter to homes


				
					
      Nearly 60 dogs and cats went home from Animal Care Centers of NYC in a single weekend of Best Friends-sponsored adoptions.
  
					
				

									
      Learn about this huge success
  

								
      Feature
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Looking back: How Best Friends’ Wild Friends began


				
					
      For orphaned and injured wildlife, Wild Friends is a place to recover before returning to the wild and a home for those who can’t; here’s how it started.
  
					
				

									
      The history of Wild Friends from Best Friends co-founder Sharon St. Joan
  

								
      Best Friends Magazine
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      We can make every shelter and community no-kill by 2025
  

							
      In 2023, 380,000 dogs and cats were killed in our nation’s shelters.
  

															
      Help Save Them All
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      Sanctuary Banner
  

				
											
							
								
      The heart of Best Friends is the Sanctuary, located in the majestic red-rocks of southern Utah.  Come see the animals that inspire our work around the country.  

  
							
						

						
							Come Visit Us
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      Saving lives
  

																			
      We ensure second chances to pets at our sanctuary and lifesaving centers, even as we expand programs nationwide that keep animals out of shelters in the first place.
  

																			Saving lives
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      Standing with shelters
  

																			
      We work to save more lives faster by providing shelters and rescue groups with ways to collaborate and connect so they can increase the number of animals they can rehome in their communities.
  

																			Standing with shelters
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      Teaming Up
  

																			
      We're right there with you as you make a better future for homeless cats and dogs, giving you the support you need to care for your pets and the pets and people in your community.
  

																			Teaming up with you

											

				
					

	
  
			


      




	
	
					
			

			


      

	
	
		
		
							
					
      
Who We Are

  
					
						
      We started over 35 years ago with a no-kill sanctuary in Utah. Today, we’re helping homeless pets in every corner of the country.
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Working Together

  
					
						
      All across America, pets in shelters are connected with loving new families, increasing the national save rate from 70.7% in 2016 to 83% in 2023.
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Our Impact

  
					
						
      Since 2016, shelters that have engaged with Best Friends have had a two times greater lifesaving improvement than unengaged shelters.
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      Bring a new feline friend home thanks to Litter-Robot
  

							

															
      Adopt Today
  

													

					

											
									

			



				
	
      
	
	
		
					
      Act for Animals
  

			
      We’re saving more animals now than at any point in our history, but our work isn’t done until every dog and cat gets the chance to know care and companionship … in a safe and loving home.
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      Is your community no-kill?
  

							
      See how you can help your local shelters save more animals with comprehensive, up-to-date shelter and rescue group data for your community. 
  

							How's your community?
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      Join the 2025 Action Team
  

							
      Help create big change for the pets and people in your community. Connect with a local team of advocates today.
  

							Get started
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      Volunteer
  

							
      Whether at the Sanctuary, or a shelter in your community, make a real difference in the lives of homeless pets.
  

							Volunteer near you
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      Get shopping
  

							
      Help save animals by purchasing items from the comfort of your home.
  

							Shop the Best Friends Store
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      Find a pet
  

							
      Ready to bring home a new best friend?  Adopt, foster or sponsor, and help a homeless pet find their forever home.
  

							Adopt, Foster or Sponsor
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      Help animals all year round by making a monthly gift today. 
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							Adopt a rabbit
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							Get to know Snickers
						

									

			

			

      





		

			
	
	
	
					

				
				
					
      Choose a Sanctuary animal to sponsor. Your gift helps find a loving home, spay/neuter, and much more. 
  

											
							Sponsor an Animal
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Thank you to the brands that love our pets, too:
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We will reach no-kill in this country by 2025.
Best Friends, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, operates the nation’s largest sanctuary for homeless animals and provides adoption, spay/neuter, and educational programs.

  
  




  


  
    
      


  
    
    
        Save Them All
Stay in touch with the animals via email updates, as they get second chances at happy homes.
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      As seen on National Geographic’s DogTown and the CW's Dog Town USA. And the inspiration behind the critically acclaimed film, The Champions.

  
  




  





	
	
		
						
							
					
      We're proud to be one of the 2022 Top Workplaces, and honored to be recognized for our innovative work to take the entire country no-kill in 2025.
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