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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT: 
NAME 
Direct phone number
Email address

[Your Organization’s Name] Selected for
Best Friends Animal Society Foster Challenge
The Foster Forward Challenge will increase the number of pets fostered and lives saved in [community name]

[Your city, State] (DATE) ─ [Your Organization’s Name] has been selected to participate in the Foster Forward Challenge — an innovative national effort to increase pet lifesaving by placing more cats and dogs in foster homes.

Led by Best Friends Animal Society, a leading national nonprofit organization working to save cats and dogs in America’s shelters, the month-long Foster Forward Challenge will run from June 1-30, 2026.

The Foster Forward Challenge is an important way to increase community engagement through fostering, and to address the urgent need to save more cats’ and dogs’ lives. Organizations with foster programs have adoption rates as much as 20 percentage points higher as those without — and that number is even higher when fosters are fully involved in the adoption process. 
Sample quote, please edit/change as works for your organization: “We’re honored to be chosen for the Foster Forward Challenge and thrilled for the opportunity to collaborate with Best Friends Animal Society in placing more pets in foster homes,” said [Organization Spokesperson], [Title], at [Your Organization’s Name]. “Fostering is one of the most important ways we save pets’ lives in [city/county name], and this challenge means even more opportunities to get involved. We encourage everyone to come be a part of it!”

Shelters and rescues participating in the challenge will pilot at least one new data-backed practice to increase the number of pets going into foster homes. These include practices to increase recruitment of temporary fosters; help high-need pets like neonatal kittens and pets with medical needs; remove bottlenecks to adoption; and try a new kind of foster programming, like offering a doggy day out program.  

Organizations that meet the minimum challenge requirements are guaranteed a $1,000 grant. The top five organizations with the greatest percentage of improvement in total cats and/or dogs fostered will receive a $10,000 grant instead.
“Pet lifesaving happens when we work together, and a big part of that is our communities being engaged. [You Organization’s Name] was chosen to be part of the Foster Forward Challenge because of their commitment to lifesaving and to growing their foster programming — and because increasing fosters can make a real difference in the mission to achieve no-kill,” said Whitney Bollinger, Director of Strategy & Network Operations, Best Friends Animal Society. “The goal of this challenge is to place more cats and dogs in foster homes, because it’s just this simple: more pets being fostered means more lives saved.”
Throughout June, [Your Organization’s Name] will share updates, success stories, and pets available for foster on social media. Visit [Your Organization’s Name]’s website [insert link] to learn about fostering. Follow along on Facebook [insert link] and Instagram [insert link] to be part of the Foster Forward Challenge in action. 

Shelter boilerplate
[Insert your organization’s “who we are and what we do” statement and URL. We suggest this be about three sentences in length.]
About Best Friends Animal Society
Best Friends Animal Society is a leading animal welfare organization dedicated to saving the lives of dogs and cats in America's shelters and making the entire country no-kill. Founded in 1984, Best Friends runs lifesaving facilities and programs nationwide in partnership with 6,000 shelters and rescue organizations. From our headquarters in Kanab, Utah, we also operate the nation's largest no-kill animal sanctuary — a destination that brings our mission to life for thousands of visitors each year. We maintain the most comprehensive animal sheltering data in the country and make it accessible to the public — empowering communities with critical insights into the needs of their local shelters and how they can help. We believe every dog and cat deserves a home. And we believe that, by working together, we can Save Them All®.
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